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The Presidential Transition
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“You know the amazing thing to show you the incredible nature of our country? First of all, every
major leader and probably less-than-major leader has called me, I’ve spoken to many of them and I’ll
call the rest of them, but and I said, ‘Boy, this really shows you how powerful our country is.’ France
and U.K. and I mean everybody, all over Asia—and very, just to congratulate. But it really shows the
power of our country.”
— President-elect Donald J. Trump on “60 Minutes”
Every presidential transition is a study in contrasts—personality and style, as well as political
substance. Yet when Donald C. Trump came to the White House last Thursday, it underlined the fact
that this transition is unlike any that we have ever seen.
After all, the Republican President-elect who was being welcomed by Barack Obama once led a public
campaign challenging Obama’s citizenship; President Obama ﬁnally reciprocated this year by saying
that Trump was “unﬁt” to become President.
President-elect Trump has never held any government or elected oﬃce; until a few years ago, he
switched regularly between Republican and Democratic aﬃliation and gave money to both parties.
His invective toward the incumbent president during this campaign included the charge that Obama
had “created” ISIS. The U.S. economy was a “disaster,” according to Trump. American foreign
policy—also a “disaster.” And, of course, everything done by Obama’s former Secretary of State,
Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton, was a “total disaster.”
And yet, there was Obama last Thursday, sitting in front of the White House ﬁreplace, presenting the
President-elect to the media pool, sharing the stage with Donald Trump, and promising to do all he
could to help Trump succeed, “because if you succeed, then the country succeeds.”
Trump told CBS’ Sixty Minutes that Obama was “terriﬁc…very smart and very nice” and that he was
very impressed with him.
This sort of public “coming together” following hard-fought presidential elections is an American
tradition, and it is one of those tableaux that strengthen the image of the world’s oldest democracy.
Ordinarily, that is. After so much invective, hyperbole and plain nastiness, how credible are these
latest positive words and images? The old adage that you campaign in poetry and govern in prose
conveys elegantly the notion that emotion must cede to pragmatism following an election. But these
are not times of elegance.
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